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Research Networks 



1.Driving improvements in health and care 
 

2.Creating dementia friendly communities  
      that understand how to help 
 
3.  Better research 

 

PM Challenge and 2020 Vision 
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Trend to researching earlier populations 
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Join Dementia 
Research 

ENRICH 

TRC-D 

CLAHRCs 

DRI 

DRI 2020 



Å£250 million institute (£150m MRC, £50m 
ŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ !w¦Y ŀƴŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅύ 
ÅDirector appointed: Professor Bart De 

Strooper 
ÅHub selected ς UCL 
ÅCompetition underway for regional centres 
ÅAim to build critical mass in discovery 

science 
Å2018 ς development of DRI Centre focused 

on care and public health research 
 

Dementia Research Institute (DRI) 



Structure 
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Creating the context for a new generation of 
highly targeted, highly informative 
clinical trials  



UK Dementias Platform (DPUK) 

52 applicants 
 
11 Universities 
 
£41m for 
capital 
 
Funded Sept 
2014 



UK Dementias Platform (DPUK) 

1) Rapid data access:  

- Triangulation between multiple independent datasets 

-  >30 cohorts: 2M participants 

2) Identification of highly characterised participants: 

-  Recruitment of stratified samples 

-  Discovery studies, trials, in-silico experiments 



UK Dementias Platform (DPUK) 

3) Technology development networks: 

- PET- MR Imaging (7 site), 7T imaging (5 sites), 

stem cells (6 site), bioinformatics (5 site) 

- Increased capacity, standardised protocols, 

streamlined governance 



NIHR Translational Research Collaboration 
in Dementia (Biomedical Research Centres) 

Å Newcastle / NUTH 

Å Cambridge / CUHT 

Å Oxford / OUH 

Å Imperial / IHC 

Å UCL / UCLH 

Å KCL/ Maudsley 

 experimental medicine facilities  

Substantial core funding 



Delivering Clinical Research: Dementias 
and Neurodegenerative Diseases 
Research Network (DeNDRoN)  

 

ωFull national coverage from 15 Local 
Clinical Research Networks covering the 
whole of England (+ dementia networks 
in the devolved nations) 
 

ωAt both national and local level there will 
be  research delivery divisions, each 
covering a set of related specialties 
 

ωNational co-ordination and leadership 
will continue 



Recruitment and number of studies on 
the NIHR Portfolio by financial year 
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Recruitment to time and target 

This is above average for the CRN   
 Not true that dementia studies cannot be delivered 



Yet still lack of participation  
and inequity of access 



Join Dementia Research 

An online and telephone 
service that helps patients 
and the public find and take 
part in dementia research 
studies 
 
Supporting delivery of 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻƴ 
Dementia 2020 



 multiple registration options 



Directly connecting volunteers and researchers 



Join Dementia Research 

ÅAnyone with and without 
dementia can sign up 

ÅPeople can register on behalf of 
someone else 

ÅVariety of studies; from 
prevention and treatments to 
improving quality of life 

Å Individuals control which studies 
they choose to take part in, 
deciding on case-by-case basis  

ÅRegister online or over phone 

 



Growth in 2 years 

31,245 
846 183 

155 8,127 26% 


